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ITie new general manager of the 
li)wcr Colorado River Authority has 
been on the job for only two weeks and 
alieady is out in his 10-couniy "field" to 
listen to what's needed for the quasi 
governmental agency. 

S. David Ireeman, who until retently 
was chairman of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, isn't afraid to speak up. 

On the Shaw's Bend dam issue, he 
said everyone can "assume that dog is 
fast asleep nght now;" on the pollution 
in the Colorado River and future water 
supply, he said there isn't much reason 
to worry about water alkKations if the 
water can't be used. 

To help understand what's on the 
minds of the people in the 10-county 
l,CRA responsibility area, the Uxal 
level advisory panels that were appoint­
ed last year but never used, at least in 
Colorado County, have been activated. 

Last Wednesday aflern(K)n he was in 
Wharton County. That night he and 
LCRA water division manager Bill West 
met in Columbus for about two hours 
with nine of the panel memben, from 
Cil.,;uuo County. 

Freeman replaced Elof Scxlerberg last 
month, ct/ming from the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, a huge water oriented 
electric generating organization. 

New LCRA manager speaks up 
He spoke up about the much studied 

Colorado River dam project at Shaw's 
Bend, about future water needs, about river 
pollution and other matters that the LCRA 
may be concerned with. 

Members of the panel available 
Tuesday night were Danny Hill of the 
Bernardo area who was elected chairman; 
county judge lister Cranek; Charles 
Trefny who works 1,000 acres near the 
river about nine miles north east of 
Weimar; George Purefoy, Columbus city 
manager; Johnny Meit/en, J-agle Lake 
area land and gravel owner who owns 
Johnny's Sport Shop and is a director of 
the First National Bank; Uster Foster, a 
resident of the Shaw's Bend area; CrcKkelt 
Leyendecker, who has real estate and land 
operations in the Columbus area and 
former county commissioner; Herbert 
Engstrom, Garwood area farmer and 30-
plus year member of the county Soil 
Conservation Service, and John Fearing, 
owner of the Eagle Lake Headlight. 

"Wednesday and Thursday are water 
days for me," Freeman said about his 
early learning prcK'ess at LCRA. On those 
days, he said, he wants to leave the 
eltxtric generating part of the business to 
run itself, and ftxus on water needs and 
issues. 

Of course the Shaw's bend dam was a 

major concern of tho.e at the meeting. 
Last year, LCRA dirators approved a 
motion that said they did not want to 
build a dam near Columbus, but asked the 
federal Bureau of Redamation to study 
other sites and make another 
recommendation. The Bureau, ai that ume 
said they had been studying ihe river for 
ten years, and preferred mit to pick a 
"second-choice" site. 

"I'm not involved in the issue," 
Freeman said last Wednesday: "III look 
at the numbers...(but) I'd be a surprised 
person if you could charge enuigh tor the 
water and pay for it" (the S200 million 
cost of then dam). 'The world is not 
holding its breaih waiting tor me to get 
into that," he said, indicating it was on 
his list of "things to look at.' but pretty 
far down the list at that. 

"The Number One priority is cleaning 
up the river," Leyendecker said. 

Judge Cranek, one of 15 members of 
Gov. Mark Whites select committee to 
l(X)k at water pollution and Texas Water 
Commission issues, explained to Freeman 
the sewage treatment situation relative to 
the City of Austin and the Colorado 
River. The city has grown so fast, and 
until recently voters there would not 
approve a bond issue to build sewage 
trealr-eni plants, the city is dumping raw 

arid partially treated sewage into the nver. 
Others at the meeting, including LCRAs 
West, added their comments, reinforcing 
the '^\ti for strong polluti'm control 
measures. 

"It was such a beautiful river 20 years 
ago," Trefny said. 

"I hear you..." Freeman said; "Youre 
saying this might be a role we could get 
into more fully " 

Another suggestion made, by Judge 
Cranek, was that some consideration 
might be given to building a bridge 
across the river about the point the 
Fayetieville Road joins U.S. 71. That 
would allow those living on the west side 
of the river access to the recreational 
facilities at Fayetteville Lake created by 
the generating stauon there. 

Freeman ask if the LCRA should get 
more involved in water conservation 
education. He was applying an axiom 
learned in the elecljic generating issue. 
Those utilities used to think the best way 
to provide power was through giant 
generating stations. Today many believe 
that electric conservation educauon that 
helps people understand and implement 
conservation measures like insulation and 
more efficient electrical units, decreases 
the need for the big stations, at one tenth 
the cost. 

Freeman called himself a practKal 
environmentalist He grew up in 
Tennessee and said he believes we have 
to leave this Earth s«)mething like we 
found It." Referring to the lignite mines 
in Fayette County that some believe are 
pollution problems themselves, the 
general manager said he is kxAing at 
shutting one of those operatjons d</wn. 
We have to decide which side of the 
pollution issue we are going tt) be on, 
he said..we cant be on bfxh 

"1 like your attitude," Leyendecker 
told him. After Cranek predu ted that by 
the year 2050 water availability in 
Texas is going to be critical, picturing 
the state as a desert leyendecker 
indicated conservation may or may not 
be an issue, as far as rice farmers in this 
area are concerned. This past year, water 
from the Colorado River irrî  'ted about 
40,000 acres of rice He said he feared 
rice farmers, in 10 to 15 years, would be 
m a position that former county cotton 
farmers are in today - earning a living 
doing something else. No one grows 
cotttxi in the cc)unty today. 

Freeman plans to meet with similar 
groups in the eight other counues in the 
LCRA responsibility area. "When we 
finish we will come back and see if we 
have support for ŝ hat you want to do." 

County voters to have 
many choices in races 

Some of the most contested 
positions in Colorado County 
elections have shaped up for this 
spring, with four Eagle l^ke men 
vying for the county 
commissioner's seat held for many 
yearx by Bill Stiles. 

Three of the candidates, 
including incumbent Stiles, are on 
the Democratic ticket and one 
filed on the Republican side. 

In Weimar, three men have 
filed for the precinct two 
commission seaL They include 
incumbent Rafael Veselka. Butch 
Strunk of Oakland who was the 
first person to file, and Charles 
Trefny of Weimar. Trefny has 
been one of the strongest voices 

in opposition to the once-
proposed Shaw's Bend Dam near 
Columbus. It would fIo(xl much of 
his land. 

For county treasurer, two 
people have filed. They are Nita 
Renick and Sharon Knox of 
Columbus. When incumbent 
Martha Bcxiungen retires this year, 
the job will become a part-time 
position. Commissioners 
indicated they will seek to have 
the office abolished, reasoning 
that the work can be effectively 
handled by the county auditor's 
office. 

The competition for county 
clerk, to replace Mrs. Annie 
Franta who also is retiring. 

One candidate files for 
RCISD sciiooi board 

Only one candidate has filed for the Rice Ctxisolidated Independent 
Sch(K)l District board of uustee election, scheduled Apnl 5. the same 
day as tf)e municipal elections. 

Natalie Dupre of Sheridan, eltvted last year to fill a one-year 
unexpired term, has filed as a candidate for a regular three-year term. 

The other position to be open is held by Steve Balas, but he has 
said he does not plan to seek reelection. He is the current sch(X)l 
board piesident. 

John Matthews of Eagle Lake said he plans to file for Balas 
position, but as of Tuesday aftemiH>n had not done so. 

Sch(X)l board candidates have until March 5 to file. Voung places 
and absentee ballot information will be announced. 

Still only 3 in city races 
As of Tuesday afiemixMi there is seeking re-elcctuMi as a member 

still were only three candidates for of council, and Peggy Byrn has 
the three positions open in the filed as a candidate for the other 
municipal cltvtions. council seat. 

Roy D Van Nort is the only The city filing deadline is 5 
candidate for mayor. Vic Corman p.m. Wednesday, February 19. 

Voters will see something different 
when they go to the polls this year 

District, said they have ordered 
heavy guage cardboard voting 
units. They are free standing units 
that allow privacy, and then can 
be collapsed, like storage boxes. 
fiK use in future vears 

City Manager Ri>heri Klivkman 
said he is l(X)king into uniLs that 
could sit on tlK' table top 

Freshman bake sale 
"Ww Freshman Class of RKC 

High Sch(X)l has scheduled a bake 
sale this Saturday in three 
Uxations The class is raising 
money to pay for future projects , 
such as the annual junior-senior 
banquet. Home made items will be 
sold Slatting at 8 .M) a m in front 
of Eagle Lake Farm and Home 

r.f T A W Fo<x1 

A new state law requires pnvatc 
voting spaces this year for 
elections. In the past, tables were 
set up in buildings where voting 
boxes are designated and several 
of voters could sit at the same 
Uibic. With no privacy. 

Elizabeth King. business 
manager for the Rice Schix)l 

Rotary Pancake 
supper Tuesday 

I>)n t forget ihe annual Rotary 
Club pancake supper next Tuesday 
nighu February 11. at the 
community center. Tickets are 
only S2 50, making it a deal of a 
meal 

Pancakes will be served from 5 
p.m. U) / y.iw. 1 n>v».i.o.< ••>•. • 

meal provide funds the club uses 
for community projects 

QMKWIV in front 

Market in Garwtxxl and in frtwit of 
the post office m Shcndan 

remains a three-way contest 
Candidates are Richard Waggoner. 
Connie Use and Darlene Hayek. 

County Jud£e Lester CraneK 
will be running unopposed again, 
although rumors were circulaiing 
that someone was going to file. 
Marie Hayek, county DertKKratic 
Party secretary-treasurer said many 
people even called her to see if 
anyone had filed. 

The deadline for filing was ft 
p.m. Monday night, and Hayek 
said she stayed in her office until 
then because a person called her 
.several times indicating they were 
going to file for the county 
clerk's race. However, no one else 
filed. 

Others filing for other 
positions, unopposed, are 
incumbents: Mary Lou Szymanski, 
justice of Ihe peace, precinct 8 in 
the Eagle Lake area; W.A. Hefner, 
JP precinct two, Garw(xxJ area; 
Richard Schmidt. JP one. 
Columbus; Dennis Poppe, JP 
three; Edward Hanzelka. JP 4, 
Weimar; Mary Ordner. JP five. 
Frelsburg area and Frances 
Truchard. JP six, Bernardo area 
Party officials said someone was 
planning to file in opposiuon to 
Richard Schmidt in precinct one. 
but declined to enter th*" race. 

Harvey Vomsand of Weimar is 
unopposed for district clerk, as is 
Leonard Frank for county 
surveyor. Both are irKumbents 

Four in Eagle lake 
Paul Causey of FLagle Lake was 

the latest Dem(xratic candidate to 
file for the county commissioner 
seat. He filed his petitions with 
Denxxratic party chairman Reegie 
Briscoe late last week His 
statement on the race is in this 
issue. 

L.J "Sonny' Spanihel was the 
second candidate to file for the 
office. He has not yet issued a 
statement, but said he \*as filing 
fiir the oTice bixause he felt he 
could do a gcxxi job. He 
emphasized that he had no 
intention of closing his clothing 
store, Spanihel & St)n, on Mam 
St. 

Repuhliian candidate 
Bruce Johnson Sr. al.so filed for 

the commissioner's oltice. 
according to Mark Anderson, 
county Republican Party 
chairman That is the lone 
Republican candidate in the 
county. .Anderson said he is 
planning on five vtning boxes li>r 
Republkans in the May election 
State 1.1̂  requires one in each 
commissiontf precimt In past 
v^Mx th<» Ri^iKli<';«n noll ins 

place has k n in the rice office 
in Eagle Lake. 

Six flags of Texas 
Members of the Rice Area Memorial VFW post 8783 Slates. Ed Scfiindler. Confederacy Van Nort. 
here, assisted by councilman Roy Van Non. Texas. Wilfred Luedecke. t^exico. Earl Rodgers. 
presented tfie city withi replicas of tfie six flags tfiat Spain, and post commander R.J Armstrortg. 
have flown over Texas in its history. The flags and French. 
their holders, from left, are Melvin Stancik. United 

The season is over but who you are makes 
a difference in what will be remembered 

The goose hunting season on 
the Eagle Lake Praû ie may be 
over, but there will be memories 
of the season. It depends on your 
point of view whether the 
nienK)ries are goixJ, bad, or fairly 
faded. 

From the state s view, offivcis 
responsible for enforcing the laws 
probably won't remember but a 
tew things. 

Those who received tickets and 
paid fines may remember a little 
longer. 

Game Warden Buddy Mills tells 

one story that probably will suck 
in the minds of sonx; officers. 
One morning, when Lt Game 
Warden Sam Center, who is 
supervisor of Nvardens in several 
Central Texas counties, was 
approaching a group of hunters in 
the E2j!e Lake area they decided 
It would be better if they put their 
shotgun in thier truck. 

Hov^ever. in their haste, tfie 
shotgun fired, blowing a hole in 
tf»e side of the truck. 

Mills compiled a repon of 
uckets issued for game law 

violations. from September. 
1985. thrixigh this past January. 
showing hunters and fishermen 
paid a total of $13,589 in fines. 
As you can see from tfw chart 
January is tfie busiest rrxinth. 
Mills said 80 peaent of the basic 
fine Ccx;s to the state departnx;nt 
of parks and wildlife and S3 ot tfie 
rtmairuler is the anesung officers 
fee. What s lefi over, and added 
court costs go to the c(xjnty if 
filed in a county JustKe of the 

See WARDFNS. Page II 

Coby Shorter and FFA officers 
Coby Shorter III. natitxial FFA 

secretary, and his fellow national 
officers left Sunday. February 2. 
to begin a two-week tour of 
Japan. Each year the nauonal FFA 
officers participate in a gixxJwill 
iour of a foreign nation This 
year's tour is taking place iii 
Japan. The Mitsui Company of 
Japan is sponsoring the FFA tour 
Mitsui IS the largest agncultural 
corpixauon in Japan 

Coby is the son of Rev and 
M's Coby Shoner Jr of Eagle 
Lake He has sened as RKC High 
Sch<x>l FE.A chapter president. 
Area HI president and Texas \T.\ 
president 

During the two week t(Xir. the 
national offKers will tour 
businp̂ v̂ v -OTH meri Japanese 
f-ovemmcnt offKials WTjile in 
Japan thcv also will visit the 

American Embassy and obscrse 
Amencan fixeign policy in 
acUiMi To become more familiar 
with Japanese customs. e«.h of 
the officers will spend some time 
with a selected Japanese family 
Cobs has been requested to speak 
at high .x.hi)o! avscmbiics during 
theu tour of Japin 

,\fier returning from Japan. 
Coby i- exfvcted to be baik ii. 
our general area when he returns 
to Houston to participate in the 
\%b Houston Livestixk Show 
and Rixleo He will be assisting in 
the iiperatKVis of the FF.A 
Children s Bamsard and also will 
be the featured speaker at ? "vera! 
tunctKxis o( the luestixk show 

.•Xdsisiws and members of the 
Rice FFA chapter wi>h Coby and 
the nauonal officrs an exciting 
aixf interesting uxir ( i)l)v s h o i i i i III 

I. 
i ^ ^ i 


